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addition to the Queen's contingent, English volun-
teers crossed the Channel, or came from Flanders to
fight under so popular a Prince against the common
enemy. Six thousand English and Dutch soldiers
made up for the absence of the majority of the
French Protestants, who, indignant that so little
attention was paid to their complaints, and alarmed
by the King's reconciliation with the Pope and by
the concessions made to his opponents at their
expense, listened to wild talk of rising in arms,
seizing Tours and taking advantage of the King's
difficulties to compel attention to their wrongs.

Although more than once Henry's resources were
nearly exhausted, the care of Rosny never allowed
the military chest to become quite empty; and since
the soldiers were paid, they could be kept under
good discipline. The peasantry of the neighbour-
hood instead of being plundered and tortured were
able to cultivate their fields and reap their harvest
in safety, whilst they found in the royal camp a
profitable market for their produce. It was perhaps
the first time during these wars that the proximity
of a large army was felt to be a blessing rather than
a curse.

Sufficient accommodation, a well-supplied com-
missariat, excellent sanitary arrangements, good
quarters and attendance for the sick and wounded
bore witness to the King's humane and intelligent
care for his men. It was usual in the sieges of this
period for a quarter or even half of the assailants to
perish from disease, privations and neglect, but
before Amiens, notwithstanding much hard fighting,